
March 27, 2023 

 

LAMC Biotechnology Advisory Board 
Meeting Notes 

Attendees: 
Dr. Arora - Biotechnology Faculty 

Dr. Par - Vice Chair of Life Science and Faculty 

Dr. Farisa Morales - Dean of Academic Affairs STEM 

Dr. Brown Stephen Brown – Biotechnology Faculty & Life Science Department Chair 

Wendy Johnston - Lab Director of Pasadena Bio Collaborative 

Dhruv Sareen - Executive Director of the Bio Manufacturing Center at Cedar Sinai 

Ira Clark - Assistant prof at UCLA & associate Director of Biomedical Research minor 

Maxine Nanthavong - Senior research associate at T-Cure bio science 

Willie Zuniga - Former president of Grifols Biological  

Stacey Whitman - Lab Director at Mass Program, Cedar Sinai 

Vicki Brannock - Director of Biocom Institute 

Carla Yorke - Chief program officer at LA Promise Fund & Abe program 

Diana Lopez - Former student & working at A2 Bio 

Lauren Shipp - Biocom California Institute & Director of Biotech Amgen Experience San Diego 

Denisse Nava - Former student & research lab assistant at T-Cure Bio Science 

Crystal Tori - HR Director and Administration for T-Cure 

Garrett Asanuma - Director of Programs at ThermoFisher Diagnostics business 

Marla Uliana - Dean of Academic Affairs in Workforce Education  

Richard 
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Announcements/Welcoming 
 

Dr. Arora – Welcomes the advisory board  

Dr. Brown - Brief introduction of the new “Cell and Gene Therapy” 

Dr. Par - Presents the agenda  
 

Discussion 
 

Dr Arora - Overview on how the Certificate of Achievement “Cell and Gene Therapy” has 

develop 

• CGT Industry Academic Collaborative Outcome: 

• Creating regional Ecosystem 

• Facility tours and CGT industry guest speakers 

• Aseptic Processing workforce training program discussed and outlined 

• Industry Partners: 

• CBC - Cedar Biomanufacturing center 

• MAST - Medically Associated Science and Technology Lab 

• T-Cure: 

• Developing new partnership 

• Cell and Gene Therapy Certificate: 

• Collaboration between CBC (Cedar Sinai) and LAMC to training and recruitment 

students 

• CBC recruited and trained 6 students for Biomedical Assistant and Technician 

positions 

• MAST: 

• One student recruited 

• T-Cure: 

• One student recruited 

 

Dr. Arora discusses the overview of curriculum of the Cell and Gene Therapy certificate 

and the Biotech programs. 

• Adding the new certificate to the program (biotech III) 17 units 

• Description of the courses 

• Four tiers (three certificates & one associate degree) 

• Skills to be acquired during the course 
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Motions: 
 

Wendy Johnston - First 

Willie Zuniga - Second 

Closing remarks: 
 

Dr, Arora  

Dr. Par  

 

Additional Information: 

 

From: "Pranke, MaryAnn" <MPranke@glendaleca.gov> 

Date: March 13, 2023 at 11:24:53 AM PDT 

To: "Arora, Chander P" <ARORACP@lamission.edu> 

Subject: Support from VWDB for Certificate 

  

Dear Dr. Arora, 

 

Please accept this email as confirmation that the Verdugo Workforce Development 

Board (VWDB) is in full support of introduction of Certificate of Achievement in “Cell and 

Gene Therapy” to Los Angeles Mission College’s (LAMC) Biotechnology stackable certificate and 

degree programs. In partnership with LAMC, the VWDB assist with the implementation of the 

workforce development program by allocating funding as allowable under the Workforce 

Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) and accessing additional funding sources as may be 

needed. 

Should you have any questions or need further information from me, please contact me 

at this email or cell number: (310) 714-7872. 

  

Sincerely, 

MaryAnn 

 

 

mailto:%3CMPranke@glendaleca.gov
mailto:%3CARORACP@lamission.edu


4 

 

Presentation Slides: 
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